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W H A T
R E M A I N S
A film by Bernardo Battistini

What Remains follows two boys in Edinburgh over the course of a summer, as their fragile relationship is tested by

a rare genetic illness. As memory begins to slip away, one of them must remember for both.
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D I R E C T O R ’ S  S T A T E M E N T

“What Remains came from a deeply personal place. The story existed inside me long before I wrote it, and making

the film became a way of exploring emotions I had struggled to understand.

At its heart it is about memory, and about what love asks of two young men when the memory they share starts

to disappear. It is an attempt to capture the feeling of holding on to something that is already slipping away, and

to look at the traces people leave behind.

It is also a coming-of-age story. Sam stands at the threshold between past and future, learning that growing up

often means accepting uncertainty and living with unanswered questions.

The film begins in a square frame and opens out. I wanted the image to carry what the characters cannot say, and

to let the film communicate through atmosphere, gesture, and memory as much as through dialogue.”
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D I R E C T O R

Bernardo Battistini
Bernardo Battistini is a writer and director from Rome, based in

London. Drawing on a strong background in photography, he brings a

distinctive visual approach to his storytelling. His work explores

emotionally driven narratives, focusing on themes of identity, intimacy,

and transformation, with particular attention to queer, romantic, and

coming-of-age stories.

He holds an MA in Film from Screen Academy Scotland, Edinburgh

Napier University, and a Certificate in Filmmaking from the National

Film and Television School. His directorial debut, the short film What

Remains (2025), is an official selection of the Scottish Queer

International Film Festival 2026 in Glasgow, a BAFTA and BIFA

qualifying festival, and of the One Fluid Night LGBTQIA+ Film

Festival 2026 in London.

His next short film, Vicè, a coming-of-age story set in Sicily, is in

development.
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